Liberal Arts Education at NYU
The liberal arts curriculum of NYU's College of Arts and Science seeks to educate students in the range of human experience and achievement and to provide them with the skills and breadth of perspective needed to become leaders in their professional lives and active participants in the communities in which they live.
To this end, the curriculum is designed to give students a rigorous general education in the arts and sciences as well as the benefit of doing specialized research in a single area chosen for its intellectual appeal. These complementary ideals find their expression in the College Core Curriculum, which forms the foundation of the College's liberal arts curriculum, and in a student's choice of a major course of study. The Core provides a foundation for both future undergraduate work and postgraduate pursuits by fostering intellectual curiosity, critical and analytic thinking, receptiveness to artistic expression, understanding of cultural differences, and the ability to communicate orally and in writing with clarity and forcefulness. In the major, students will gain the experience of thoroughly investigating a single area of academic inquiry that is of particular interest to them. They will learn how scholars work to collect, organize, and interpret information to create new knowledge. They will acquire the skills and background to confront the limits of current understanding in their major field and be able to engage in research to explore those boundaries.
By focusing on the acquisition of skills and the cultivation of enduring habits of mind, students' undergraduate education in the College seeks to prepare them for a future in which they will need continually to learn, grow, and adapt to a rapidly changing world. The pleasure of study undertaken for its own sake should not be underestimated; however, the practical goal of the liberal arts education they will pursue at NYU is to equip them for success in their subsequent lives and professions.
A Perspective on the Liberal Arts Education
What is a liberal arts education? It is the mix of topics that constitute the curriculum of NYU's College of Arts and Science, Columbia College, Harvard College, College of William and Mary and 279 other outstanding colleges that host chapters of the Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society.
Liberal Arts Curricula include training in the natural sciences, social sciences, humanities and mathematics. The liberal arts also includes graphic representation, and philosophical discourse on freedom and political structure. In addition humor, irony, skepticism, theology and live performance of tragic and uplifting themes are a part of a liberal arts education. Special value is given to languages, the languages of mathematics, poetry, political discourse and the languages spoken in countries around the world. Graduates with liberal arts degrees know how to communicate, and communication is what makes humanity expand knowledge, solve problems, share joy, share sorrow and avoid conflict.
Although some parts of society recoil at being called "liberal", those who are trained in liberal arts know that communication and analysis of any value system are enhanced by their broad education. George H. Bush and Bill Clinton are both members of Phi Beta Kappa, as are John Roberts and Sonia Sotomayor, and also Ted Cruz and Janet Yellen. If you agree with one of these you probably do not agree with others, but all articulate interesting and valuable perspectives.
The philosophy of a liberal education promoted by Phi Beta Kappa encourages students to pursue a breadth of intellectual perspective, critical reflection of one's own self and the world around them. The benefits of an excellent liberal arts education are experienced over the life course as openness, intellectual flexibility, ability to communicate and engagement in the full range of life experiences.
Beta Chapter of New York Eligibility and Requirements
The following stipulations concerning eligibility for membership in course were adopted by vote of the chapters and certified by the National Phi Beta Kappa Executive Committee on behalf of the PBK Senate on June 1, 2011.
Eligibility for election to membership in course shall be contingent upon fulfillment of the following minimum requirements.
1. Eligible students shall be candidates for a bachelor's degree. The student's record shall include coursework in the liberal arts and sciences equivalent to at least three-quarters of the credits ordinarily required for a bachelor's degree in these fields (e.g., not less than 90 semester hours of work if 120 hours are normally required for such a degree). The liberal arts and sciences encompass the traditional disciplines of the natural sciences,* mathematics, social sciences, and humanities. Select courses in other programs of study may be included only if they unambiguously embody the liberal arts and sciences.
Because Phi Beta Kappa honors excellence in the liberal arts and sciences, applied or preprofessional coursework shall not be considered in determining eligibility. This stipulation excludes professionally focused courses and courses devoted to the acquisition of practical skills.
2. Weight shall be given to the breadth and depth of study in liberal arts and sciences, taking into account the number, variety, and level of courses taken outside the requirements of the major, and the proportion of the candidate's overall program those courses constitute. Consideration shall also be given to the number of elective courses taken above the introductory, or general education, level.
3.
Candidates shall have demonstrated, by successful work in high school or college, or in the two together, a knowledge of a second or non-native language at least minimally appropriate for a liberal education. In no case shall this mean less than the completion of the intermediate college level in a second, or non-native, language, or its equivalent.
4. The candidate's undergraduate record shall include at least one course in college-level mathematics, logic, or statistics, with content appropriate to a liberal arts and sciences curriculum. The course should introduce the student to mathematical ideas, abstract thinking, proofs, and the axiomatic method.
5. In keeping with the Founders' interest in fostering not only academic excellence but also friendship and morality, invitation to Phi Beta Kappa should be extended only to persons of good moral character.
*The Beta Chapter of NY requires two natural sciences classes. One science course must have a laboratory component.
A candidate for election to PBK must have never failed a course, and have never been found responsible by the Committee on Academic Standards of an offense of academic dishonesty.
Those eligible for each election are as follows:
Seniors. Members of the Senior Class who have completed four years of undergraduate study at New York University. Transfer students who came to NYU are eligible. Students who will be graduating from NYU in May, or who have graduated in the preceding December or January are eligible.
Juniors. Members of the Junior Class who have completed two and a half years of undergraduate study at New York University. Students who are studying away in the current term are eligible.
Election
To be elected to the Beta Chapter of New York at New York University, a student must possess a record of outstanding scholarly achievement, showing both depth of study and breadth of intellectual interest.
Undergraduates are elected to the Beta Chapter of New York at NYU once a year in the Spring semester. The elections take place during the meeting of the Faculty Committee who carefully consider transcripts. The Committee is composed of NYU faculty and senior staff who are members of Phi Beta Kappa. While each Phi Beta Kappa chapter may elect the highest 10% of its graduating class, the Beta Chapter of NY determines specific requirements including those for a limited number of juniors who are elected in the Spring.
After the election meeting in April, students are informed of the Chapter's decision by email. Those who are elected and accept membership in Beta of NY will be inducted at a ceremony in May. New members are asked to pay a registration fee of $90, which covers the cost of the certificate of membership, Beta of NY dues, and lifetime membership in the National Phi Beta Kappa Society.
Initiation Ceremony
The initiation ceremony is held each May. All members-elect who have completed the registration process will be inducted at the ceremony. They will receive an official invitation via e-mail in April before the ceremony and are required to attend.
